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the prize. Af.er the exercbet were over,
Mr. Soton made some remark about the
efforts so many children had' nado to
show mrcy and kindness toward each
other, aud he wished hi could give prizes
to all, but as only ore was promised, they
could uot all have it this time, but he

say, --Stop. Willie, dou't throw a stone."

"Why not, Harry?"
Because it ia not right to be cruel."

Oh, hu ! hoar the boy talk," cried

several foicel '''How many frogs havn

you stoned, I'd like to kuow T" '

"1 know Ihave. and 1 am not going to

kill anything elie."
The boy looked at each other in mute

aatuuisbineut for a niomoiit, and then one

see tho plane! on ihe face cf the ran, but
after following it half an hour th approach
of sunset compelled bit to suspend observ-

ing. . ,0 ''.
Daring ibe Interval between .this sad

the next transit, which occurred is 1761.
exact astronomy made enormous stridor,
through the discovery of the law of gravita-

tion and tbe application of tl, tulesoop
to celestial measurements. A great- - ad
ditiotiul ioterestwas leut to thu pbenonic-no- n

by Halley's discovery that observatinti
of it made in distant portions of the rarth
could be used to dcteim no tho distance
of the sun an element of which sea rtoJy
uny thing was then ceitaiuly known. Frcm

sooie anoient observations of cclipiw-a.i- t

bad biei concluded by Ptolemy that.,
of tba sun was about 1 10Q

and this value was .adopted
with a few modifications for more (ban a
thousand years. Whcnjhe telescope en

iff

ty of raising the funds necessary for the

rational undertaking. Jointly on this

body and the executive comuiitteu on the
Commission also rests tbe labor of pre.
paring the erouods and the erection of
the acres of bui.diugs for the celubration.

Thu Commission has exclusive chargo of
arranging for tbe details ot the ceremo-

nies and management of the exhibition.

These two bodies work harmouiously. They

have done much, vastly more than is

generally known ; they have done their
work wtdl, calmly and resolutely, iu de-

spite of tho indifference, dip iragement,
hotiiliiy, and even the studied obloquy
they have sometimes bud to encounter.

Now, after some three years of patient
snd persisteut labor, they think they can

see their way to unJeniablo suocess. Coo

grtss at uo time has promised one dollar

iu aid of th" celebration it authorizes.

Recognizing the instincts of tho people.

the teachings of the Constitution and

force of usago, Congress has left ucueh, if

ant everything, couuected with the cQtr..

meniorutiou to the people. It has said

sLbstutit tally : "Celebrate the centenary

at Philadelphia by an international exhi

bition und by other features, grandly, as
the event ehuul'l be celebrated. Wo havo

instructed tho President to invito all
to partake iu the festival. We

o'othoyt u with ample authority. We

shall have it proclaimd to the world that

'o tho people does Ihe fcoveriiiuent of the
United States confide the cotnmunieration

of the close of its first centenary of in-

dependence."
Will the trut be fulfilled ? Will the

eommoratton, as proposed, be worthy of
iho nation? To these questions we an-

swer, after a review cl all that the

and thu boatd of finance have ac-

complished, with some knowledge of what

ihey arc doing, and with great faith in

'be sympathy and cooperation of Masta-cliUM-l- tj

aud other States, that tht ' Cen-leiiin- l"

will be carried out iu a manner

lusting honor upon tbe country.

Transit of Venus.
A large portion of the astronomical

world has fur two years been busy with

prepuiaiious to observe one of the rarest
of celestial phenomena. Wken Venus

last passed over the face of the sun the
iufuuis Napoleon aud Wellington were
sleeping in the arms of their nurses, all
unconscious of the parts they were to play
In the world's history ; Washington, a

loyal subject of King George, lived quiet-

ly on his Virginian plantation; and Amer-

ican Independence was a dream of a few

euthusiusts. Now, after tho lapse of more
than a century, the present generation is

to witness two recuircoces of the phenom-

enon, the ouo during the present year,
uud the other eight years latter. Tten
thu rest of the nineteenth century and the

whole of the twentieth are to ptts away

without its uguiu being seen. Finally, ou

Juno 8,2004, our posterity will have an

opportunity of again observing it. .

We know from our astronomical tables

that this phenomenon has recurred in lis
regular cycle fout times every 243 years
for tuuny centuries past. ' But it has bet n

only in tunes comparatively recent that it

could be predicted aud observed. In tho

yuurs 1518 and 152U tho idea of ho'ving

for fuch a thing does not seem to have oc

curred to uny ouo. The following cen'u y

g .ve birth to K.p'er, who so fur improved

the pluneta-- y tables a to predict that a

transit would occur ou DeoemberG. 1(531.

But it did uot commence until after sun

set iu F.uropo, aud wa over before sunrise

the nex' morning, so that it passed entire-

ly unobserved. Unfoi tunrtcly- - the tables

were so fur from accurate that they fulled

to indicate the transit which occurred 8

yeurs latter, and'led Kelpor lo announce

that the phenomenon would not recur til!

1761 The transit of 1639 would, there
fore, li'ie all former ones, have pussed en-

tirely unobserved hud it not been fof the

talent and enthusiasm of a young English-

man. Jeremiah Horrcx wui then a young

curate of eighteeu, residing iu tbe north of

England, but who, even at that early ago.

was a master of the astronomy of his times

Comparing different tables with bin ow n

observations ol'Venus, lie found that, a
transit migjil bu expected to occur on De-

cember 4, and prepared to observe it af-

ter the fashion then in vogue, by letting
the iinaje of the sun passing through bit
telescope lal! ou a screen behind it. Ui

fottnna'ely the day wos Sunday, and bis

cleiioul duties prevented bis seeing the in-

gress of the planet upon tho solar disk

a circumstance which science husmvurmd

Harry's Victory.
BT MINNII MIQNON-TT- B.

"Oil. matunia !" exclaimed Fannie and
Georga Fairchild when tboy returned from
Sunday Si'hool. 'what do jrou think our
superintundeut has dour ?"

"Soiuolbing good, I kuow," Mrs. Fair-chil- d

leplied. -- Uu is always doing nice
tiiiiia I'ur llio Miholurs. What is it now V

"llo gave ox a Ten to learn I know
it already 'Blessed are the raurciful ; Tor

i hoy shall obtain mercy, 'and he wants
us to a't it out this autk. aud the one that
lrijsihulurdo.il and coiuiiers the niaist
I a .tit.i sna I have a pri.o."

"11. iw is he in kiKiw whether you show
m iroy, or. a yuu ay. uut nut the text ?"

I uu't kii'i how tj explain it exnut-l- y

; you Kim wliut I main, twin,; kind
wbeu We-- don't fuul l.ke it."

"Ui ! 1 undo rM a in) ; if (Jenroii--, or
any oT your ilayuiitlt's, am.oy you

in make you uniy, wheu you ure

eiijjaa I at your stu lie or play you treat
th. in kindly ; instead of allowing your--

if to be provoked, you logivu them,
b 'e'uuMt you don't wish them to bo punish-e- l

thai is allowing mercy or bring iner-oilul- ."

Yea, that is il ; and Mr. Setou naid
here vere a great iiiuuy ways in which

vo could iho morcy. Il' any of us were
unwind lu Uod's eieaiurei-- , such us injur.
i ig the beuuiilul birds, aieuiiug ihdir uvait-whic- h

tl:uy huill with such cure, killing

ihcir litile ones, or throwing sioucn at any
iiantiii'Ss ihiiigi, whiiiing dog, uh Mime
boys io,--- or even leas.i'g kinoii.-- us

little girls do, or forgetting tu toed the
pour imprisoned canary nnd lulling it die
of Mruvulioii uh't I lien ho looked tight
a' me."

"Oa, Fuiiuie ! He did tiol look at you;
how did ho know yju forgot to feud your
Uiiiury arid il died ?" uid Ueurgie.

"M .in oa 'old ii tut I Alio u iw, dt-l--

i yaa, iiiainuia I I felt jast as if every
one was looking ul nie, lie said lliulwus

not being uieiciliil."

"I Wjudur how Hurry Jones foil." cu''d

.corgiv, "whin Mr. Sntuii luked ulio.it
a oiling III l Iti iiiimcoiiI things arid stealing

'nidi' Hosts for ho is the must uiuoiurt

n.iy 1 ever
M ist ciujlest ! Why, Georgie, it is

sy lo see you lou'l study gruiniiiur,''
aiid Fannie.

" A oil, most uuiuiii't'irulust then : does

tit it tuil your ladysh'p'i"
"Sni uiosi unuioicifulcst, but mist un-ui- o

.mfitl, or most cruel boy."
"1 du believe there never weie two sujti

cruel boys as liuiry Jones and Willie
IJai ruwB. 1 gnoss they won't got the

prixe. Why, Uo y oit kuow. itiaiiiiiia. ouly

j ti .'da v they uu le a boiifiro, an J ulVet

it was (io.i-- bu'iiing aud nothing loft but

thu Kkhes, they look a poor litilo kitten,
and put it paws in tho ashen and burucd

iia loot. Oa! bow it screainut ."
' Yea,"auM Fannie", ' llicy ate ulwuy

t irowii g sroiiev ul birds, robbing tlieii

iief's, polling f'rop; in 1I19 waiur, atnl in

school, when the teacher ia not looking,

they ca'uh Dies und siioli pins in them und

do ull s iris uf disagreeable things,"
".S'( , indeed ! 1 kuow Iieilhct of llkise:

wiokui bovh will gnt lliepiizu for ug

iiu'ini!..!.""

"Uh. Fannie, didn't llany look Mshitm-e- d

when Mr Suton was taking ! Aud uf-t:- r

:hi ol a over, I saw tl leacher
gitit.g In 111 a good leoli.rt."

"Now. p;hapn, he will try to gut the

p.ize.-- ' paid uisiiiHia. "Ii would be worth

a Hue prize ii ho could e his faults,

even for one week ; I know his mother
ittuia very budly about hi; wie-kv- ways."

llarrv Jones (a 8'in lay school buho'ar.

us well ns a day suholar iu thu principal

Mchonl in the village.) Iia I bi-e- ulwaya

tioicd for his crucliy. lie had bnen fro-- q

luu-l- severely punished, but ii see ncd a

friiiiless lank to ttiiempt to ruforiu liiui.

Hi.. Sunday school teacher, knowing Ins

propctiMiy, had promised lo givu him a

hau lsoin-- book, iu addition lo tUe piio
Mr. Setin had said he would tTiv. if be

could lull him of one tusiuiice when ho hud

resisted the temptation to annoy uuy liv-tu- g

oreature--, The next day, an be was

returning from school in company with

seveial ocholaia, he passed a unill jon l

where tlcre were gre'at iiiuuy frngs, and

hi had ulways been ringlca lor iu M01110 j
them as they raWd their head nbovo thd

wuiei. Hinging trie only song thoy knew.

Ke dunk, kc duuk. ke dunk V I'M

boys noticed he lucn-- d his boad away and

walked 011 lie oppos-it- side of tho road.

Oh, Harry! here s a splun'lid big w

; let's go for him," suid Willie Uar-- r

, und he piched up a stone to throw

at him as usuul.

What was bis surprise to bear Harry

THE BALI AO OF BREAKNECK.

Th un "hiue, out 00 ,he n"nuin crest;
Far down llio va ley the wa full;

All crimen and ooM i the glowing weal;
Ami wheeling and aoaring thr ealeaoall.

The gooil aliip ridci with a filliiiK anil;
The nilori arc oatling, "Away! away!

We must stem the tiJe ere the mirth wiuj tail;
The night and the breeze brook uo deliy."

Tlie youn m it linger, upon the itntud
Nvnr a d ii iky in.ii icn with Utisliiug chvek;

In hie broad Iimwii pilin he holds h.r hand,
And eiiger nnd low are the words they pe.ik

"Wwp uot, Nekamt; I shill rvturu;
Wait for me here on the intiuiit.tiu-sid- e;

Wbt'ii the wood in tbvir autumn glm-- burn,
I shall oouie ng tin to cl dm my liri Jo."

Sl.wly the (mli.tu lifts her lx.nl;
Dry U Imr olievk an I clear her eye.

"Mikmiia aill wtitas lliou hist iid:
The miii of tlie p cr c ui not tio.

Sic king thy S iils oi the stmim btlow,
L'n lir tlm sh.vl; of the tall pine-tre- e,

Whin the beeches arc gol land tliesuiuaohs glow.
From the mi.ui.tuiu-tu- p I tlmll wuloh for thee."

Thi'Siilurs arcOiilUtig; the brund nails flip;
From hi neck llirck l.jsens his greiit gold

chain,
Flings the glcimiug links iu Nckuma's 1 tp,

TIk ii snriugs to the shallop's stem agaiu.
1 lie slout bb IhuiIs to thciowriV will

Till thi- smiill bout reaches tho rcswl's tide,
When he turns to Ni'kamn, wuiling still.

S id, but cilin in her Biv:ige pride.

S iil tho ship under high Cn' Ni'st
Weiring and tucking in M irtyrs" Reich,

While birck looka back with a lu iu's
And Nekiitnii lingcra upon the lieuvb.

Fade the siils to a vngue white sprck;
Looms the mountains luxy nnd lull;

Diick w. itches still from the fesu'l's deck.
Ami the girl iuoes not, though the iiilit-dew- s

fall.

A year has piased, and upon tlie hills
Scarlet an I rusut hate faded to brown ;

No sound U hcai j but the flowing rills;
The sumuier'a ioIms are husbed iiuil gone.

A late sad crow on a hare te-c- top
Caws and eainga iu au uiiluuni wind;

The dead leaves fall, .itid the acorn 'sdiop
s tlie atilln-js- s ml sjtres the lii.ii.

Wruppiid in her h'anket Nek una stands,
Se uiBllie boi izon with eigcr eye.

Laic he lingers. 8 lie cU.ipa her hands,
And n Kiidnefcs dims her nidc dark ee.

U it a mist o'er tho distant shore 7

Look how the maideu's dusky face
Glows nnd brighlens! A moment more.

And the white speck ch uiges, and rowsapau..

"lie c.'.nii s! be conies!" From the wigwam lien
Uather tho brans and squaws again;

'Hi. men me i ith ar.ow and spiar,
Ami the wouieu of wanipuiu and f.ullieru lain.

Flecked is the river with light canoes,
Laden with gifis for the welcome guest ;

The spoils of the chase let him tieily choose;

Close to the snip are the frail barks prcsred.

Uiowii and still as a bronze relief,

Shyly Mckiiiiiu keeps her place
Uobiud her father, die Mohawk chief,

Mho, plume'l and tall, with a painted face,

Gratpitig a epwir in bis nervous h mi,

Looking in vain one face to see,

Tunis nnd utters his piuud dciuaud:

'liok liriindsnieii couica uot: where linge.s

he?"

"Llirck slays in Holluiid," the sailors say;
"lie has wedded u dame of wealtli and state;

lie sniis no more fur ni my a day
God scud us all like happy fate !"

Dark gTws the brow of llieaugereil sire:

Cao the while man lie like a llur n knave?
I be eyes of the maiden burn like fire.

But her mien Is steady , her words are brave.

From her bbsi.ro she drags the great gold chain;
Inn-lie-d at the captain's feet i lies:

"Take buck to lh: trnitor his gift again;
.Jekunia b is learned how a pale-fac- e lies!"

IVuudly she steps to her light canoe;

Uetiils her paddle at every stroke;
The graoetul burk o'er the waters nYw,

Kor wist they a woiuuu's heart had broke.

Up the mountain Nek am i hies;

Stands in the pine-tree- 's ehade again:

Scans tlie scene with her wide wild eye;
Moans liken cieuture iu mortal pain.

The dark clouds crowd round the mountain peak ;

Caws the crow on the bough o'erbead;
The gnat limbs bend, and the brai.ches ciak

"Ah, why do I live F He is false!" she said.

A -- brick is beard thiough the gathering storm;

A rushing figure darkens the air;
. . ., - -- D1.i.lltl, ,U..uder form.

And the niaideu's grief lies Lui Ud there.

Towers tin- - gray orag grim and high;
Drips the blood from its rugged s'de;

Loud and sluill is the eagle's call

O'er the muttering wash of the anry tide!

But Storm Kipg nods to old Cro' Nest,

Where the pi es wave and the hoarse
crows call,

Though the Mohawk sleeps 'neath that rocky

eit,
While the leavts on bis ruined castles full.

Tv-d- on 'he Hudson sailing by.
Under the shadow of Breakneck Hill.

We tell the legend ; and henv- - a sigh.
Where Nekama's memory lingers still.

MUs XI. C. Pikb, in Hurptr't Maimint for

December.
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THE CLARBMONT MANUFACTUR
LNliOOMl'AM'.

CLAEBMONT.N. II.,
Xfcturor of Paper and Beoka

Stereotyptrt,

Job Book Binderfiand Printer-- .
Bouoit Yock Obdkii

Pr any thing under th abore heads,

Aioorraa

thought, when they k tie w who had earned

it. they would rejoice with hiin. Harry
Jones bas gained the prize, and bo will

please como forward aud receive it."
As Mr. Se Hon presented it, he said,

"Hurry, you have well earned this beau
tiful Bible ; read it, love it, and always
remember you cariifd it by persevering,
through muiiy obstacles, to prove that,
Blessed ure tho merciful : for thuy shall

obluin mercy.' Let this be a lesson to

you, childieu, to persevere in evory good

work." New York Obstrcfr.

1776 and 1S76.
The "Centennial" is becoming u house-

hold word. "Everybody uuderstunds by it

thu proper commemoration, in 1876, of
the oue hundredth uuive.rsury of Ameri-

can Independence. Ever) body knows

that the celebration will be national and
international J that Congress has provided
for an 'iuteriiulioiiiil exhibition of arts
and mmnfuctures and tho products of the
soil and tunic"; that il has designate.
,.'. i , , , ,
riiitaueipiiitt us tno proper place
for the ceremonies to bo held ; that
it has invoked (lie entire Union 'o assist
iu the celebration, uud bus invited all ihe

world to participate in it. IIow fur the

people bale responded to the appeal, how

many foreign mil ions have accepted tin;

Invitation of the government, what pro-

gress hits been inado toward perfecting ihe

celuhrutiijU tu the inauncr authorized,

what slates are still backward in (heir aid,

what remains to be donu und how iu the

future tho means still necessary are to be

provided for conducting this nuiiouul en-

terprise on a scale commensurate with the

dignity of the event ii is to ceiniiiuniorato,

iajjst what the people outside of Penn-

sylvania require lo have niudo kuown tu

tliciu.
Massachusetts hns just begun to stir in

thu enterprise,' Ou tho 81st October, al

a meeting of representative business men,

the proposed plaii for celebrating the na-

tional ceiitouary was e .berat ily indorsed,

and by resolution n pledge wa. given tf.a
I lie quota of thu State should be speedily
subscribed. The citizens who havo ac-

cepted the responsible duty of developing

in a practical way the interest felt in this

patriotic work, us a committee oi board

tiuxiiliury to the Ccnl.entiiul board of fi-

nance authorized by Congress, have put

forth uu address to 'ho people of Massa-chunett- s.

In cordially commending il

to public attention, we propose, further,
to stale a few facts which may show to

tho people of New England what may

properly be expected of them.

Congress a few years h'nee, wus tnemor-ialiTie-

from many quarters to tuke mead

urcs to culebralu signally tho 4th of July

176 There was much competition nnd

rivalry mining cities for the honor of be-

ing tho place jeleuted. Some urged that

this national festive:! should be held al
New York, because it is the commercial

metropolis of tho nation : others that it

fhould ho it Washington bncause it is the

liiiptul of the Government ; others pro-

nounced iu lavur of Cinciuimli, St. Louis,
i Francisco or Chicago, because ciiher

of those cities presents a telling example

of Ainciicun growth and energy. Not a

few claimed that B isrou. in which mot
of the stiriug events happened that pre

ceded and precipitated the Revolution,

was the place. ' Congress after

prolonged debate, determined that, as ut

Philadelphia the' 'Declaration of Inde-

pendence was adopted und first proclaim-

ed, and there should the first one hun-

dredth anniversary of what wo havo in-

variably callol "the Nation's JJirth" be

celeblttted.

The sentiment that controlled this
is now uuiversally recognized as

nutu.ru I and just. Congress devolved the

resposibility of making all preparations

for the celebration, and for tho interna,

tioual exhibition which it authorized on a

commission iu which evory State and Ter-

ritory is represented. ' Subsequently, in

order to provide funds for the enterprise.

Congress ereuted a bourd of finance charg-

ed with the duty of obtaing subscriptions

in fVntenniul stock to the extent ' of ten

:n: f Miur I., Khnrea of ihe value

of ten dollars each, and to eaoh State and

Territory permission was given to Bub-sori-

in ihe jiroportion that the popula-

tion of a State or Territory bore to tl e

of them threw up his hat. crying. "Three

cheers for Harry Jones."
Fur a fow moments Harry was einbar- -

ruase i ; be did uot know whether to laugh
or cry. So tho good angel prompted him

to walk away ; and. as bn turned the cor

uer. he cam.- - face to fa 00 wWh his Sunday

lio e 0 , , ohad 0 0 - a wit"essf Ihe

whole seeiii!. Ho look Harry by the hand,

and said, "Well done, Ha-r- y ; you have

conquered once; now try again. You

will hu Unfiled at bat don't iniud ; per- -

severe and you soon will learn kiiidneu
' be"(i kindness.''

"fj.it the lvys 111 ike such fun of mo, I
don't believe I van stop ir aliojii thei.''

"You can coinpiur, but 11.1t in your own

strength; Jesus is h I Hays ready to help
us if we ask Hiiu to assist us by his Holy

Spirit ; pray to Him, and I will ask Him

to help you. Do you know one of the

ii:ot wicked emperors that ever lived

being cruel whon he wis a very
little boy, hy first sticking pins in flies'nnd

bugs, uu 1 after lie became a mau hu killed
his iiini her md wife, or or lured them to

bo put. to douth? Dj you Ktioff who that

einperoi was?"
"Mo, sir." .

"It was Nero, and during hit reign the

Aposila Paul was beheaded."
"I will never stick pins in llies any

more, nor stone frogf, nor whip dogs, nor

chatc them, nor do any nor a cruel things,

if 1 can help it ; irj, not if nil the boys iu

town l'iugh ut mi',"

They won't luugh long, I promise you.
if tbey see you dare to do t ight and don't
min i their ridieulo. Come to tny house

uvury afieriioon and toll nio w..elhi' you
have liuuii ablo to conquer your faults,

ami 1 will assist you. You dou't want to

be a wiokcd man when you grow up, do

you V
"No, sir i would rather be a good man

if I oi.uld."

"You ca ; don't bo ufruil to tell me

tvciyihiiig. It will bo very difficult at

drst, but remember, Tito uuruiful sbaM

obtain inurcy.' If you try to resist the

leiiiplutioii (0 hurt or uuuoy, God will be

very moruilul to assist you in your etidcuv-ors.- "

The week wore away. Mauy little acts
of kindness the children of tho Sunday
school hud shown towards ouch other,

which hid been noted down by their ts

aud teachers uukuowu to the schol-

ars, aud some parents li'id kept uotes of
nisiunces nf seif-dun'- liicii childieu bad

practiced, und many things which 1 have
not. space mw to tell. Hurry Junes'

wus so great that he would

scarcely bo recognized us the sumo boy

One instance I will lolutv to show thu

: Tlieie lived in tho village
a poor, hali'-vtiiiii- d hy, whose mother was

a hard-- rking widow ; she wus obliged

to ga out to iork evory day, lenviug her

liftlu b.iv ut houiA aloiiO: und tho village

boys Hiniayed him aud pluyud tricks upon

him., Harry wus always the riuglea ler in

ihesn wicked sports It happened Sa Ur-

du ufieruoou f this week. Harry's moth

er scut him to thu ..Lire on an crraud, und

charged hi.u 11 it to delay, but h trry buck ;

just as he luinud tho uoruor or the struul

loading lo the store, he heard thu shouting

and laughing of several boys, ni'd wheu

they ciime to where he was he saw the

object ot their ninth was poor Mike

O'Brien, dressed in a iutitaatiii style, aud

being paraded through thu streets for the

aniuseiuout of the chiidreu. Hurry went

up to thu boys, nnd tried to rescue poor

Mike, but toutid it very difficult to do so,

for thu boys taunted hiiu, saying, "Harry
Joins, you had better uot talk; comu,

have soinu lu.. J come on. why don't you ?"

Bjoauso there is no tuu iu it ; it's
wicked 10 treat a por boy so "

What do you do? I'd like to know,"

ortcd several voices.
" used to enjoy it, but I dou't intend

to be oruol ny more ; now come, won't

you Id poorMike alone 7 Dou't teases tiiiu

any more.
"Will, if you won't, I won I J there'

a bargain," said Willo Rarrvvts; uud the

other boys gave up ihuir sport, and poor

Mike looked at Harry us if ho wondered

why ho did not play some trick on him as

usual. Harry kindly took hira by the

hand, and led him home.

The uext day (Sunday) the children

were oa the alert to hear who bad gained

abled more accurate observations, to bo

made, it was found that ibis estimate must
be far too small ; and from observations
uu Mars in 1672 Custiui concluded that
the solar para'.Iax waj between , uino
and ten seconds, uud consequently, that
tbe fun must to ill taat morn than 20,000

of the earth.. Bui this re-

sult was necessarily very unccrtcio, .and,
with the means then kuowu, the poly feas-

ible way of attaining qertuiuty. seemed tu
be to adopt Halley's plun: of observing
transits of Veuus. ,.e . , ,

The question may be asked why samuch
paits should be taken to measure, the. dis-

tance of the sun, and whether; t mak.es

any difference to mankind w bat orbit, Ve-o-

describes. Scientific investigators nev-

er inqutie of what use knowledge is .tbey
leave jls practical application .to. others.
But a very little consideration wilj show
that astronomy has, in a merely utilitari-
an way, paid the world manifold for lajl
time spent tu learning it. . Did it never qc

our to the reader that it is to Kepler,
Newton, and their successors that ,
owe tbe means of navigating the ocean iu
safety? When a ship is out of sight of
land there is uo way of determining her
position except by observations of tho
heavenly bodies. ; But. observations could
not bo used for this purpose unless tb?
laws of motion of those bodies bad beep
discovered aod taught by nuthomatiuiiins.
and astronomers., ; A striking example oi'

this is fresh in the memory pf all., A year
and a half ago tho splendid aieamar. Vity
of Wathington sailed on her usuulvpyags
aoroaa tho ocean, but, constant . cloudy
weather preveotod observations to detei-min- e

her position. In consequence the
was wrecked on Ihe coast of Nova Scotia,

and the loss of more property than wculd
pay for all tbe expenses of observing the

transit of Veuus paid the forfeit foV fiith-ur-

to make the necessary observations,

A large portion of the labors of astrono-

mers is devoted to fixing the positions aod

motions of tho Stars aud planets with con-

tinually iucreasiog accuracy, and tho ob-

servations we have beeu describing are
one step in this work. Prof! Simon New-Com-
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A Nrw Emtehpbisi.... For nn nothing is
"a v..,.. ,i trooro interesting than to see a man in tbe

mtense stram of a new enterprise ) it may
be a new eider-mi- ll ; it may be a ucy
newspaper. It is a great crisis iu that
man's life. He lives thirty' days in 'one.
Old, tiite proverbs take bo new and start-

ling meanings. He looks upon a l men

and all things in a strange,' new light.
He judges a.'l men and all things wfth re-

gard to the accomplishment of hiseno.'su-prem- e

design. During a ccrla'n time the

stars in their courses fight 'for him '; then

the very universe
J
changes' ttsT direction,

and pushes with all its weight against his

tottering walls; another change! lautlra
thousand acoideuts are lights favor! '!i He
does not knew till years' 'afterward 1 with
what concentration lie labored' in tho:B

days of beginning. He smiles lit Vimse'lf,

aud tells pleasant stories of his make-shitt- s

mid aboi-pti.c- ; and now when' no' see's

another and younger .perron "aiuriiiig hh
cidor-tnil- l, with ihe oM, outworn' enthusi-

asm, he iooks on with' the same half synf--'

pathetic, half cynical interest with which

a a old married oouplu contemplate'' two
young people who havo just fallen inTove.

'Ae Old Cabinet ' Scribneti1 for

December.

Woartf Kjiowino. Th" . oUkatlarg-oat- ,

safest and best j ucoident- - insurance
company is The Travelers' usuratseOorr-pan- y,

of Hartford. Conn. It has .oath
assutsof over 000 0C0, hua . writtea
over 830,000 accident polices . and has

paid over 21 000 claims, ft hns paid ov-- er

$2,OCO,000 iu a'ueot benefits to its
polioy holders, . I ; J( .'

total oopulatiou of tho Union, Under f.r a century past, and will rao reason to

this act the stockholders have twice ele-j-- ' muirn for a century to come. . When b

ted out of their numer a board of direclreturnod from chjrch ho was ororjoyed to
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